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INDIANAPOLIS – It was history in the making for the Springs Valley Blackhawk Brigade 
this past weekend as they ended their 2009 campaign as National Finalist at the Bands 
of America (BOA) Grand Nationals on Saturday. 
 
The Brigade first took place in the National Prelims on Thursday morning.  They were 
the first of 90 bands in preliminary action over the course of two days.  Following their 
show, they headed back home and waited for news from Indianapolis.  “I was shaking 
all day waiting to hear if we advanced,” said Brigade sophomore Nia Seitz. “I knew 
something incredible was going to happen.” 
 
Friday Night, the Brigade held a pep rally in the gymnasium awaiting word from Justin 
Wininger, visual and percussion instructor who stayed in Indianapolis to relay the news.  
Over 500 attended the pep rally to hear the news. 
 
When Director of Bands Luke Aylsworth received the call, he had many fooled by his 
facial expressions.  However, when he told the group, the crowd went wild.  “It was a 
‘holy crap’ moment,” exclaimed senior Caleb Stout.  “There aren’t many words to 
describe it.  We did something no one else in school history has done.” 
 
Following that news, Aylsworth followed the announcement with the performance time.  
Springs Valley was again first, taking the field at 7:30 am.  Meaning it was going to be a 
sleepless night for the Brigade.  “Some folks got a couple of minutes in,” Ayslworth said. 
“I stayed up all night to get everything done. We left at 2:15 am.” 
 
Many students did not get sleep either.  Landon Price, a sophomore trombone player, 
said, “I went to Tommy’s (Lynch) house.  We could not sleep and just stayed up and 
had fun.”  While Seitz did go home, she did not sleep either. “I posted what happened 
on facebook and then sat around.” 
 
The Brigade made it to Indianapolis and performed their show for the 12th time this 
season in competition.  Following the performance, the exhausted Brigade spent all day 
in the capitol city, waiting for results at 5:30 pm.   
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The Brigade finished in third place nationally in Class A, just behind Williamstown (KY) 
and back-to-back champion Bourbon County (KY).  Overall the Brigade finished 32nd 
nationally out of 90 bands from 21 states. 
 
“Bands of America was an awesome experience,” said Aylsworth. “It was an honor to 
share the field with the other ninety bands at the event. These are the best bands in the 
nation. It was an amazing feeling to see Springs Valley on the field during Semi Finals 
retreat. We were standing next to the biggest names in the marching band activity. It 
was amazing!” 
 
It has been an incredible and history making season for the Brigade.  Springs Valley 
completed an undefeated regular season, including Grand Champion at Evansville 
Central, topping bands in each class above Springs Valley.  They also qualified for state 
finals for the 20th time, fourth most among class D bands.  A third place finish at state 
was the 16th time the Brigade has placed in the top 5.  To conclude the magical season 
was this run at the BOA Grand Nationals.  A national semi-finalist and class A national 
finalist, placing third. 
 
“This has been an outstanding season,” added Aylsworth. “The students have been 
very focused all year and their hard work and dedication have been rewarded. I am so 
proud of their accomplishments and the character they have displayed all year. It is 
great to know that these students have etched something new into the Brigade tradition 
and legacy. In a storied program like ours, it is always hard to do something we have 
never accomplished before. However, this group did.” 
 
Senior Morgan Elmore, who began marching in 2004 when the Brigade earned their first 
regional gold since the 1997 season.  She, among others in her class, will graduate 
having marched at state four times, national competition three times, and marched in 
the RCA Dome/Lucas Oil Stadium seven times. 
 
“This season has been incredible,” said Elmore. “To see how far the band has come.  It 
is hard to describe. The feeling of looking at 90 kids who all look up to you and recalling 
being in their shoes a few years ago." 
 
It takes a lot to organize such a large group of students in this activity and it doesn’t go 
unnoticed.  “It requires a great deal of organization, dedication, and sacrifice to field 
such a competitive group,” said Aylsworth. “Our administration, school board, boosters, 
students, fans, community, and parents do a great job supporting the program. This 
entire community should be proud of the accomplishments we have enjoyed. It takes a 
whole community to produce these types of results.” 
 
Outside of the results, this activity also teaches these young people life lessons.  
Everyone wants to be successful, but it can be done in other ways.  “Marching band has 
taught me discipline and how to take whatever life throws at you and make the best of 
it,” said Elmore.   



 
“You have to learn to get through the hard times,” added Seitz. “You aren’t always going 
to like who you are working with, but you have to enjoy every moment with them 
because you never know when it’s not going to be there.” 
 
The Brigade will celebrate the season on Thursday Night with the annual banquet at the 
French Lick Resort and Conference Center at 6:30 pm in the Winsor Ballroom.  The 
Brigade will then host a Pancake Breakfast on Saturday morning from 7:30 – 11:00 am. 
 
The storybook has now closed on another marching band season.  This one, unlike 
others, will have many highlights in it. One that rang true for everyone can be best 
summed up by saying, "In our lives, there are those special people that teach, motivate, 
love, and inspire us.  These individuals leave lasting impressions on our lives and our 
character.  Their influence guides us on our own search for success." 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



